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  As this year rapidly comes to a close, I want to wish all 
of you in advance a Happy Thanksgiving and remind you 
that our annual SCAP Holiday luncheon is fast 
approaching.  It is scheduled for Tuesday, December 
16th at 12:00 noon and will be held once again at the 
beautiful El Niguel Country Club in Laguna Niguel, 
courtesy of our very own Raymond Miller.  The festivities 

will include, as always, lunch time entertainment by the San Clemente High 
Madrigal Singers.  Also, as we have just completed our last round of 
committee meetings for the year (excepting the monthly AQ committee 
meetings), I would like to personally thank all of our SCAP committee chairs 
and vice-chairs for their extraordinary effort this year in conducting interesting 
and meaningful sessions.  It’s not an easy task to prepare for these meetings 
in addition to their normal workload and I know that I speak for the entire 
SCAP membership when I say how much their leadership and dedication is 
appreciated by all of us. 
 
If there is one thing certain in this world, it is that nothing is absolutely certain 
and we can  never take anything for granted.  Not long ago the economy was 
strong, the stock market was hitting an all-time high, unemployment was down 
and gasoline was under 3 bucks a gallon.  Then, just like someone threw a 
light switch, everything changed, and unfortunately it seems to be for the 
worst.  It reminds me of one summer when I was a kid and the City of San 
Diego Utilities Department decided to install a sewer line in the street in front 
of my parent’s house.  Being an enterprising young man, I started up a 
lucrative business selling lemonade to the construction workers on the job.  
For awhile things were going great, I was making money hand over fist and 
dreaming of the new Schwinn bike I was going to buy with my new found 
riches.  Then just like the stock market, it all came to a screeching halt.  My 
friends and I decided it would be fun to begin throwing rocks at the pile of dirt 
stacked along the sewer trench, when one of the rocks accidentally went over 
the pile and down into the hole, where it unfortunately hit one of the workers in 
the head.  It didn’t matter to the pipe foreman that the workman was wearing 
his hard hat at the time preventing any serious injury.  The damage was done, 
the workers boycotted my lemonade stand from that point on and I was forced 
to file Chapter 11 shortly thereafter.   Suffice to say, I did not get a new bike 
and in fact, had to live with my older brother’s hand-me-down for the next five 
years.  Actually, the only good that came out of the entire episode was that my 
parents finally got rid of their stinky old septic tank and were able to connect to 
the public sewer. 
 
Being in the “sewer business” so to speak, I have always viewed on-site septic 
systems as a necessary evil.  I know from experience that many County 
Health Departments consider them as temporary systems at best, with a  
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service life of 7 to 10 years.  What I didn’t know was that, according to the USEPA, one in four households across the 
United States utilizes an on-site septic system to treat their wastewater.  Here in California we are more fortunate, as 
only ten percent of our population relies on septic systems.  However, with all of the recent concern over the reduction 
of greenhouse gases (GHGs) from sources within the State and the propensity of these systems to generate 
significant quantities of methane gas, I wondered why more emphasis hasn’t been placed on identifying septic systems 
as a major contributor to GHG.  So I performed a little research on my own and found a May 2008 status report on 
climate activities authored by the State’s Office of Research, Planning and Performance (ORPP).  This report 
discussed the status of climate action measures recommended for further evaluation by the State Water Board, and in 
particular, a measure entitled, Promote research to identify ways to reduce GHG emissions from septic tanks and 
increase regulation to limit those emissions accordingly. Surprisingly, the report concluded that  private septic systems 
only contribute approximately 74 tons of methane gas or 4588 CO2 EQs per day statewide (Editor’s Note: methane 
gas has a Global Warming Potential (GWP) of 62 times that of carbon dioxide) and consequently, any potential GHG 
reductions that might be realized by this measure would be minimal and the per unit cost relatively expensive.  
Therefore, the Water Board has determined that any further development of this strategy is not recommended.  So as 
Perry Mason used to say, “Case Closed”.  With that, I leave you with this bit of trivia.  On Earth, the most abundant 
greenhouse gases are, in order of relative abundance: 

·  Water Vapor (which causes 36 – 70% of the greenhouse effect) 
·  Carbon Dioxide (which causes 9 - 26%) 
·  Methane (which causes 4 – 9%) 
·  Nitrous Oxide 
·  Ozone (which causes 3 – 7%) 
·  Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) 

 
“Seppo” ingly Yours, 
 
John Pastore 
 

 

Committee Repor ts 

� �� �$ � � ���  �
By Chair Daniel McGivney 
dmcgivney@emwd.org  

 

Imperial County APCD 

                        www.co.imperial.ca.us  

Imperial County APCD is currently in the process of 
developing two State Implementation Plans (SIPs) 
dealing with the formation of ozone and particulate 
matter of 10 microns (PM10).  Both plans are required 
to be submitted to US EPA by December 2008 and are 
required due to Imperial County’s non-attainment 
status for these constituents.  Also required is the 
submittal of a Monitoring Network Plan, which is 
currently in the draft stage and will be available for 
public review shortly.  Anyone interested in obtaining 
an advance copy can contact the IPAPCD office at 
(760) 482-4606.  

The ICAPCD Board of Directors voted unanimously on 
November 6, 2007 to adopt the Imperial County CEQA 
Air Quality Handbook, which is available on the County 
of Imperial’s website. 

�

�

  Mohave Desert AQMD 

www.mdaqmd.ca.gov 

The Mohave Desert AQMD has announced that the 
California Desert Air Working Group (CDAWG) 
Conference is scheduled for November 6 & 7, 2008 in 
La Quinta, CA.  The Conference’s featured speaker will 
be Dan Pellissier, CAL/EPA’s Deputy Secretary for 
Energy Policy Coordination.  The Conference will also 
feature a Special Risk Communication Training 
Workshop.   

The MDAQMD recently held two public workshops on 
October 8th and 9th in Victorville and Hinkley, 
respectively, to discuss the Preliminary Draft Rule 
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1133 – Composting and Related Operations.  The 
purpose of this Rule is to limit emissions of VOCs and 
ammonia from composting and related operations. 

The MDAQMD is currently accepting proposals for up 
to $377,419 in grants for projects that reduce smog-
forming emissions from heavy-duty vehicles and other 
mobile diesel equipment operated in the High� Desert 
� � � � �� � � � � � + � � � Bernardino County and Riverside’s 
Palo Verde Valley.  

The MDAQMD’s adopted CEQA Guidelines are 
available on its website. 

For those of you interested in solar power, the 
MDAQMD website includes a real time display of daily 
and yearly solar power information from within the 
district, as well as the amount of carbon dioxide saved. 

 

San Diego APCD 

www.sdapcd.org 

San Diego APCD reports it has completed and 
submitted its Ambient Air Monitoring Network Plan 
(AMNP) for 2007 and a copy can be obtained from 
their website.  SDAPCD will be required to submit an 
Air Quality Plan to EPA in 2013 outlining the emission 
control regulations necessary to bring the entire region 
into attainment. 

SDAPCD has added a custom Google search engine 
exclusively for their website and also offer an 
interactive air pollution simulator program called Smog 
City 2.  This program will allow the user to make 
decisions that affect the air quality and can then view 
the resulting changes that occur. 

The SDAPCD website now includes an inventory of 
toxic and criteria air pollutant emissions in Adobe PDF 
format for those agencies in San Diego County that are 
required to report annually. 

SDAPCD has also added a Grants & Incentives page 
to its website to better inform the public of program 
availability. 

 

Santa Barbara APCD 

www.sbapcd.org 

The Santa Barbara APCD reports that they have a new 
fee schedule in effect as of 7/01/08, which can be 
viewed on their website.  SBCAPCD also reports that 
they are working with CAPCOA planning managers to 

develop GHG emission thresholds for CEQA reviews 
of new projects. 

The SBAPCD has scheduled a Community Advisory 
Council Meeting/Workshop for 10/22/08 to present 
proposed changes to Rule 316 (Storage and Transfer 
of Gasoline).  Public input is requested.  It is 
anticipated that the SBAPCD Board will consider 
adoption of the revised rule on January 15, 2009. 

On March 20, 2008, the SBAPCD approved 
participation in Year 10 of the Carl Moyer Program, 
making approximately $619,000 available for eligible 
projects during the upcoming year.  Typical projects 
include heavy-duty engine repowers,� replacements 
and retrofits for both diesel and alternative fueled 
equipment.  Other project categories include zero-
emission projects, old car buy backs and agriculture 
assistance. 

There are currently no new rule workshops scheduled 
by SBAPCD at this time. 

 

Ventura County APCD 

www.vcapcd.org 

As of July 2008, VCAPCD has application forms 
available for the Carl Moyer Program.  The program 
will provide approximately $2 million of grant funds for 
projects within Ventura County.  The grant funds are 
available to qualifying owners of heavy-duty diesel 
powered equipment that want to reduce air pollution by 
upgrading or replacing their present equipment. 

Rule 230 Revised – On September 9, 2008, the 
VCAPCD will hold a public hearing to consider 
proposed revisions to Rule 230, which allows the 
district to issue a Notice to Comply for a “minor 
violation” rather than a Notice of Violation. 

Rule 72 Revised – New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS). 

Rule 73 Revised – National Emission Standards for 
Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPS).  On September 
9, 2008, the VCAPCD will hold a public hearing to 
consider proposed revisions to Rules 72 & 73. 

Draft Rule 55 (Fugitive Dust) – On June 10, 2008, 
the VCAPCD Board adopted Rule 55.  This Rule 
implements VCAPCD’s previously adopted program for 
reduction of PM emissions, as mandated by SB656 
and sets a series of new dust standards for compliance 
in Santa Barbara County. 
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Rule 42 (Permit Fees) – On April 8, 2008, VCAPCD 
adopted revisions to Rule 42, which among other 
things, increased permit renewal fees by 8 percent. 

 

South Coast AQMD 

www.aqmd.gov 

California Air Resources Board AB32 Final Draft 
Scoping Plan by Daniel McGivney 

Earlier this month, the California Air Resources Board 
released its final draft Climate Change Scoping Plan.  
This Scoping Plan contains proposed measures that 
the State of California will implement in their effort to 
cut greenhouse gas emissions to 1990 levels by 2010.  
Many of the measures in this plan will have an impact 
on water and wastewater agencies.  Much of the plan 
relies upon energy efficiencies that will be obtained by 
many, if not all, industry sectors.  The plan also 
contains a section identifying proposed measures that 
will be directly implemented through or upon the water 
sector (water and wastewater), including a water use 
fee that will be imposed upon customers.  Other 
measures affect local government, the transportation 
sector, a cap and trade program for which we are still 
uncertain as to whether or not water and/or wastewater 
agencies will be included.  The SCAP Air Committee is 
currently reviewing this document and welcomes 
comments from our member agencies.  Should you 
wish to review the plan, you may obtain a copy at the 
following CARB website by clicking : 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/scopingplan/document/scopin
gplandocument.htm.  

 

SCAQMD Rule 1147 by David Rothbart 

A public consultation meeting to discuss proposed 
Rule 1147 was held at SCAQMD on September 30, 
2008.  The proposed rule establishes NOx emission 
limits for permitted natural gas and propane fueled 
combustion equipment without existing Nox emission 
limits.  The proposed rule provides only a brief list of 
regulated and exempt equipment, so SCAQMD 
indicated that a comprehensive list of equipment will be 
provided.  Based upon conversations with SCAQMD 
staff, biogas sources are not covered by the proposed 
rule.  However, SCAQMD may elect to include 
miscellaneous sources such as natural gas fueled 
pilots for flares.  The need for pilot-only emission limits 
will be revisited in the next version of the proposed 
rule.  

Rule 1110.2 Portable Analyzer Training and 
Certification by Lisa Rothbart 

On October 22, 2008 SCAQMD held a “sneak preview” 
class for its Rule 1110.2 Portable Analyzer Training 
and Certification.  The presentation does not 
demonstrate how to operate a portable analyzer, but 
instead focuses on rule and protocol requirements, 
including reporting and recordkeeping.  Those who 
attended the “sneak preview” class are now certified. 

Currently SCAQMD is offering two training/certification 
classes before the December 1, 2008 implementation 
date for I&M plans.  These classes will be held on 
Friday, October 31, 2008 and Wednesday, November 
19, 2008 from 8:30 am – 12:00 pm at SCAQMD 
headquarters in Diamond Bar.  The training is offered 
at no cost.  Pre-registration is required; call (909) 396-
2183 or email Sharon Fujimoto at 
sfujimoto@aqmd.gov.  

SCAP members have requested a single training class 
to satisfy certification requirements for both Rule 
1110.2 and Rule 1146/1146.1.  Although SCAQMD 
acknowledged the possibility of offering such a class in 
the future, the training currently scheduled is for Rule 
1110.2 compliance only. 

 

Priority Reserve Litigation by Greg Adams 

Two important lawsuits are impacting the availability of 
emission reduction credits that essential public 
services receive for free from the “Priority Reserve” per 
SCAQMD Rule 1309.1 and Rule 1315 to offset 
emission increases from new projects or modifications 
of existing projects. 

The first is a CEQA lawsuit brought by environmental 
groups and environmental justice groups against the 
SCAQMD August 2007 versions of Rule 1309.1 and 
Rule 1315 (Federal New Source Review Tracking 
System).  On July 28, 2008, the California Superior 
Court said that both rules had failed to comply with 
CEQA.  Subsequently, the SCAQMD filed a motion 
asking that Rule 1315 be implemented on a short term 
basis until proper CEQA can be done so that essential 
public services could continue to receive permits.  
Hearing of motions between the parties is scheduled 
for November 3, 2008.  “Proper” CEQA could take up 
to a year, hence this temporary relief for essential 
public services is vital.  In the absence of a viable Rule 
1315, the only source of offset credits are privately-
held credits, which are very limited in number and 
which are very expensive.  The second lawsuit, filed in 
federal court on August 18, 2008, questions the 
fundamental validity of any credit held in the 
SCAQMD’s credit banks (the Priority Reserve of Rule 
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1309.1 and the “community bank” of Rule 1304) both 
of which are funded through Rule 1315.  The lawsuit 
also questions the validity of credits used to offset 
projects in the past.  Several SCAP members have 
been asked to intervene in this matter alongside the 
SCAQMD.  This is the more critical of the two lawsuits 
and the one that must be successfully defended.  
Motions are due to be heard in the December 2008 
timeframe. 

SCAQMD apparently does not have any intention of 
challenging the findings on the power plant provisions 
in the August 2007 version of Rule 1309.1.  Staff 
believes that an alternative route through the 
Legislature or the Governor’s office is the most 
expeditious means to reso9lve that aspect of the credit 
problem.  

SCAQMD Rule 317 by Greg Adams 

This proposed rule, part of the federal Clean Air Act 
Amendments of 1990, requires major stationary 
sources of NOx or VOC air pollution, to reduce their 
actual emissions by 20% or pay a fee of approximately 
$9,080 per ton for each ton over a “baseline”.  At least 
584 major sources in the South Coast Air Basin could 
be paying the SCAQMD up to $36MM per year in new 
fees, each year, until the Basin achieves the 1-hour 
ozone standard or the 20% reduction for each facility is 
permanently achieved.  There is a massive industry 
lobbying effort going on concerning the rule.  Short of 
opening the federal Clean Air Act which they are not 
willing to do, the SCAQMD is crafting a rule with little or 
no flexibility in it for businesses.  One SCAP agency 
projects that its fees to the SCAQMD will more than 
double in 2012, the first year the fees must be paid.  
The rule is slated for a December 2008 adoption 
hearing.  

�
�
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By Chair Mike Sullivan 
msullivan@lacsd.org 

 

Proposed EPA Rule on Data Requirements for 
Antimicrobial Pesticides by Matt Bao 

 
On October 8, 2008, the EPA published a proposed 
rule in the Federal Register to revise and update the 
existing data requirements for antimicrobial pesticides.  
The proposed revisions are needed to reflect scientific 
knowledge and current Agency regulatory practices, 
and to improve protection of the general population as 

well as sensitive subpopulations.  The proposed 
requirements are intended to further enhance the 
Agency’s ability to make regulatory decisions about the 
human health and environmental fate and effects of 
antimicrobial pesticide products. 
 
Since EPA has considered that antimicrobials may be 
present in biosolids used in land application, soil and 
sediment data may be required for an antimicrobial risk 
assessment, which may also be useful to EPA’s 
Biosolids Program conducted under 40 CFR part 503. 
 
Comments must be received on or before January 6, 
2009.  Please visit http://www.epa.gov/fedrgstr/EPA-
PEST/2008/October/Day-08/p23127.htm  to view the 
Federal Register document. 
 
 
UC Davis Study on Antimicrobial Chemicals in 
Biosolids Amended Soils by Matt Bao 
 
Researchers at UC Davis are currently looking for 
agencies that are interested in participating in a 
National Science Foundation funded study on biosolids 
amended soils that contain antimicrobial chemicals 
triclocarban (TCC) and triclosan (TCS) and its effect on 
soil microbial processes.  Agencies will be asked to 
provide an initial biosolids sample, and if selected, 
additional biosolids samples from various processes 
within the treatment plant may be requested.  The 
participating agencies and respective results will 
remain anonymous in the published reports.  For more 
information, please contact Bob Gillette at 
rgillette@carollo.com or Thomas M. Young at 
tyoung@ucdavis.edu. 
 
 
Update on Local Biosolids Projects by Matt Bao 
 
Liberty Energy Resources, Inc. announced on 
September 30, 2008 that it has suspended the Liberty 
XXIII Renewable Energy Power Plant project planned 
for Banning, CA.  Liberty Energy indicated that due to 
the “lack of liquidity in our financial markets”, the 
company could not continue with the project, ”unless 
and until we see a level of stabilization that would 
guarantee that our project would be funded without 
further interruption”.  
 
 
Cross Media Checklist by Matt Bao 
 
An outcome of the May 16th biosolids cross media 
roundtable meeting held in Sacramento with 
representatives from Cal EPA and various Air Districts, 
Regional Water Boards, Caltrans and EPA was an 
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agreement to develop a cross media checklist for use 
during the development of regulations. 
 

A steering committee made up of volunteers from 
across the State was formed and headed up by Greg 
Kester, CASA Biosolids Manager.  The working group 
met all day at EBMUD on September 23rd to formulate 
a draft checklist, which will be field-tested with existing 
or proposed rules to ensure it will be an effective and 
instructive tool.  Any questions or suggestions should 
be addressed to Greg Kester at gkester@casaweb.org. 
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By Chair Ralph Palomares  
rpalomares@etwd.com�

 
 
 

 
 
SCAP Collection Systems Committee Meeting 
 
On a hot October day, the fourth collection systems 
committee meeting of the year was held at the El Toro 
Water District’s new training facilities in Lake Forest, 
CA.  The meeting was attended by 45 participants from 
all over Southern California and topics discussed 
ranged from removal techniques for mineral deposits in 
VCP sewers to proper sizing of grease interceptors 
using the 2009 IAMPO sizing chart.  Presentations 
were made by soon-to-be associate members; 
Hardonex, Sancon Engineering, EEC, and Grease 
Reduction Systems, Inc. 
 
A presentation was made on a new technology for 
repairing private sewer laterals that could save public 
agencies lots of dollars by not having to dig up the 
streets.  I am sure we will be hearing more on this 

subject in the future as new rules and regulations are 
anticipated to be forthcoming next year.  
 
 How to prevent SSOs was also discussed and, in 
particular,  how new technology has evolved to allow 
sewer covers to be furnished with telemetry systems 
that provide sewer agencies with advanced notice prior 
to experiencing a sewer overflow.  Many of these 
devices can send alerts directly to a cell phone or PDA 
allowing a near instantaneous response by the 
agency’s incident response team.  I am sure we will be 
seeing a lot of these devices in service in the near 
future. 
 
Bioremediation of a sewer lift station wet well owned 
and operated by the San Elijo JPA was discussed and 
shown how effectively it cured that agency’s H2S and 
FOG problems. This topic drew a lot of interest and we 
will be having a follow-up to the presentation at one of 
our next committee meetings. 
 
Leo Schempp from the Leucadia Wastewater District 
presented a case study on an effective acid removal 
technique his agency used on  mineral deposits within 
the interior walls of vitrified clay sewer pipe.  This 
subject resulted in quite a lively discussion as to the 
probable causes of the problem. 
 
Dindo Carillo from OCSD showed the group how to log 
on and access the SWRCB’s SSO Incident Spill Maps 
for both public and private sewer overflows.  Dindo 
encouraged all agencies to log on to the site and 
review their reported spill information for accuracy.  
SCAP’s Bob Kreg followed up by showing the group 
how to log on to the SWRCB site and access their 
agency’s SSO/WDR Reporting – Compliance 
Worksheets. And although we have all heard about this 
for sometime now, it was interesting to see how many 
agencies are still out of compliance. 
 
The disposable wipes and calcium deposits in the 
sewer pipes are still a couple of my top priorities and I 
will continue to seek feedback from our members on 
these subjects in order to hopefully solve these 
problems without having to spend valuable time 
digging up pipes or de-ragging pumps. 
 
These topics and more will be discussed in upcoming 
meetings in 2009 and we will continue to have more 
product oriented presentations to help you find ways to 
eliminate odors, FOG, roots or anything else that is 
costing your agency lots of money to deal with. 
 
This is my second year as the SCAP Collection 
Systems Committee Chair and I would like to thank 
SCAP staff for their assistance, the Board of Directors 
for its support, Sam Espinoza my Vice-Chair for all of 
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his help and especially all of you, our members, who  
attend our meetings and continue to make this 
organization so successful.  Of course, I have to give a 
big thanks also to the El Toro Water District Board of 
Directors and my GM, Mr. Robert Hill, for letting me 
spend the time necessary to chair this committee and 
use the District’s training facilities.  
 
We all have our own styles and ways of doing 
business, whether it’s trying to prevent SSOs, eliminate 
odors, addressing customer complaints or just getting 
our daily jobs done in a safe and timely manner. The 
bottom line is that we all have the same goal in mind,  
that is to protect the environment and serve the public 
with respect and in doing so, earn the respect of the 
public and the rest of the wastewater industry.  
Hopefully, that’s not too much to ask for as we all strive 
to carry out our jobs day in and day out. 
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By Chair Andre Schmidt 

aschmidt@lacsd.org 
 

The first meeting of the Energy Management 
Committee was held on October 23, 2008 and was 
very well attended by 35 participants.  The idea of 
forming this committee was very well received and 
indications are that several more individuals are 
interested in attending future meetings.  A diverse 
group of attendees including energy managers, design 
engineers, air quality professionals, wastewater 
treatment operators, consultants and utility 
representatives made for some lively discussion.  I am 
pleased to announce that Chuck Rogers, City of 
Thousand Oaks, will be assisting with the committee 
as my Vice-Chair and am very much looking forward to 
working with him.   
 

 
 

Mark McDannel of LACSD gave an excellent 
presentation on an overview technologies available for 
conversion of digester gas to energy.  LACSD’s 
experience with combustion turbines, internal 
combustion engines, microturbines and fuel cells made 
for an informative presentation.  Gary Bankston of the 
Inland Empire Utilities Agency presented an inspiring 
overview of the energy management strategies of his 
agency.  IEUA has committed to going “gridless” (or 
grid neutral) by 2020, by pursuing an expansion of 
renewable energy production and energy efficiency 
measures.  A brainstorming session was conducted to 
discuss potential future topics, which resulted in 
sufficient material to keep the committee busy for years 
to come.  Future meetings will be held quarterly at the 
LACSD office in Whittier as well at other locations 
where we can we can arrange for facility tours.  
 
 
 

 

� � � 
 � ��� � � 
 �  

By Chair Gus Dembegiotes                      
Gus.dembegiotes@lacity.org 

 
 

 
Adopted Increase in Permit Fees 
 
On October 6, 2008, the State Board adopted 
emergency regulations revising its core regulatory 
permit fee schedule.  The State Board adopted the 
recommendations of its staff and increased permit fees 
for NPDES permits, which places all flow dischargers 
on the same flow schedule so that fees increase in 
proportion to their discharge.  All NPDES permit fee 
payers would be assessed a base fee of $1,000 plus 
551 multiplied by the permitted flow (units of mgd).  For 
all other fees, the State Board adopted a percentage 
increase.  More information is available at: 
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/board_info/agendas/2008/oct/
1007_04_staffchange1.pdf 
 
 
Proposed SIP Amendment to Establish Water 
Quality Objectives for Cadmium    
       
On October 23, 2008, SCAP joined with Tri-TAC, 
CASA, and CVCWA in submitting a joint comment 
letter to the State Board providing input on the scope 
and content of the environmental information that 
should be considered in the proposed amendment to 
the Policy for the Implementation of Toxics Standards 
for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed Bays, and 
Estuaries of California, establishing a new water quality 
objective for Cadmium.  The letter stated that the 
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alternatives under consideration should address 
updated information derived through recalculation of 
the national objective based on California site-specific 
conditions, similar to what were done in Colorado and 
Idaho.  The letter also recommended the inclusion of 
Water Effects Ratio and implementation of hardness-
based metals criteria using a technically sound 
approach. 
 
 
Statewide Bacterial Objective for Water Contact 
Recreation in Fresh Waters 
 
On October 6, 2008, The State Board held two scoping 
meetings regarding its development of a Statewide 
Bacterial Objective for Water Contact Recreation in 
Fresh Waters of California.  The first meeting was held 
on October 6th in Sacramento and the second on 
October 22, 2008 in Anaheim. Written comments are 
due to the State Board on November 5, 2008.  More 
information is available at the following website page:   
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/plans_policies/docs/bacterial_
objective/notice_bacteria_standards.pdf 
 
 
State Board’s Anti-Degradation Staff Workshop 
 
The State Board’s staff is requesting comments on the 
scope of actions Regional Boards should consider in 
reviewing State Water Board Resolution No. 68-16 
“STATEMENT OF POLICY WITH RESPECT TO 
MAINTAINING HIGH QUALITY OF WATERS IN 
CALIFORNIA” (Anti-degradation Policy) and its 
implementing guidelines as contained in the 
Administrative Update 90-004 (APU 90-004).  The 
purpose of the workshop is to provide a forum for 
public consultation on the review of Resolution No. 68-
16 and its implementation to assist staff in determining 
the scope and content of any revisions to the Anti-
degradation Policy or its implementation procedures.  
The State Board will hold a workshop on November 17, 
2008, in Rancho Cordova.  The morning session will 
deal with surface water while the afternoon session will 
deal with groundwater.  Morning participants will be 
asked to comment on whether the State’s Anti-
degradation Policy should be revised as it pertains to 
surface waters and if implementation procedures 
should adopted as formal guidelines or regulations.  
The afternoon participants will be asked if the State©s 
Anti-degradation Policy be revised as it applies to 
groundwater.  Written comments are due to the State 
Board by December 17, 2008.  More information is 
available at: 
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/public_notices/comments/doc
s/notice_antideg_policy.pdf 
 

Adoption Hearing for Proposed Statewide Policy 
for Supplemental Environmental Project and use of 
the Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account 
 
The State Board is providing notice of a State Board 
hearing on February 3, 2009 to consider the adopting a 
proposed State Policy regarding Supplemental 
Environmental Projects (SEPs) and the use of the 
State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account 
(CAA) for Regional Water Quality Improvement 
Projects.  In the past, these issues have been 
addressed as part of the Water Quality Enforcement 
Policy. They are now being considered separately but 
may become part of a larger Water Quality 
Enforcement Policy in the future.  The Policy for SEPs 
includes two alternatives regarding limits on the 
amount of a SEP relative to the overall monetary value 
of the settlement. Comment is sought on these two 
alternatives.  Written comments are due to the State 
Board by 12:00 noon on December 15, 2008. More 
information is available at: 
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/enforc
ement/docs/statewide_policy_sep_waterpollution_caa/
notice_sep_caa_enforcement%20policy.pdf 
 
 
Marine Life Protection Act Initiative for the South 
Coast Study Region 
 
SCAP has formed a subcommittee of the Water Issues 
Committee headed by Mary Jane Foley called the 
SCAP MLPA Working Group.  The purpose of the 
Work Group is to follow the Marine Life Protection 
Initiative process for the south coast region.  Mary 
Jane has volunteered to be an alternate on the 
Regional Stakeholder Group with the goal of keeping 
SCAP members informed on the activities of the 
Group.  One of the goals for the South Coast 
stakeholder group is to look at new proposals for 
marine protected areas in the state waters of the south 
coast region.  Over the next 14 months, as proposals 
are suggested for our area, Mary Jane and SCAP will 
keep members informed on the activities and 
proposals of the South Coast Regional Stakeholder 
Group. 
 
  
 

� 
 � � �� � � � � �� � � � �� � �
By Mary Jane Foley 
mfoley@scap1.org  
 
 

Last month the regulatory affairs update shared 
information on the State Waterboard’s proposed fee 
increase to meet an $18 million budget shortfall for 
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their regulatory programs. In early October the 
Waterboard adopted a new fee increase schedule. The 
ones of most interest to SCAP members are 
summarized.  NPDES fees are now based on flow and 
for most members that creates a decrease in the fee. 
The major part of the requested 36% increase required 
was levied on the Power Plants. WDR’s fee increase is 
40%, Stormwater fee increase is 19%, and SWAMP is 
21%. Water Rights fees were increased as well. 
 
In October, the Water Committee established a 
subcommittee called the Ocean Dischargers Work 
Group. The purpose of this subcommittee is to follow 
the activities of the Marine Life Protection Act Initiative 
for the South Coast Region (Point Conception to the 
Mexican border).  The legislation for this process was 
passed several years ago and has had difficulty with 
funding. Not long ago a foundation was established to 
help the Resources Agency and the Dept. of Fish and 
Game move forward with the legislative mandate to 
establish a master plan for marine life protection in 
California. This process has already been through the 
iterative planning for the Central Coast and the North 
Coast regions. The North Coast plan hasn’t been 
adopted by the Fish and Game Commission as of yet. 
With this process, there are several layers of 
involvement. There is a regional stakeholder group 
(RSG) with 30 primary and 24 alternate members. I am 
serving as an alternate. I was chosen due to my 
experience on the State Waterboard and my ability to 
reach out to the public coastal dependent agencies 
such as wastewater and water agencies. Along with 
the RSG, there is a Science Advisory Group, a Blue 
Ribbon Panel, and the Fish and Game Commission 
responsible for final approval and adoption of Marine 
Protected Areas.  
  
It is critical for the SCAP Ocean Discharger Work 
Group to keep abreast of these activities because of 
the potential negative impact that a Marine Protected 
Area (MPA) overlay could have on an ocean outfall. In 
mid October, this SCAP subgroup reviewed the Draft 
Regional Profile for the South Coast Study Region and 
evaluated positive language revisions for the narrative 
related to point sources. They recommended a letter 
from SCAP outlining some of the omissions in the 
socio-economic study.  This study looks solely at the 
impact of an MPA on commercial and recreational 
fisheries. The requested letter will be accompanied by 
“track changes” to the Draft Profile Document. The 
potential negative socio-economic impact of an MPA 
overlay on an outfall cannot be understated. It is too 
early in the process to know where new proposed 
MPAs might be established. Currently many of these 
MPAs exist in the south coast region, and to date none 
of them is in the immediate area of an outfall. There 
are different types of MPAs, each with certain 

prohibitions, the toughest being a State Marine 
Reserve. Two other designations with prohibitions are 
State Marine Park and State Marine Conservation 
Area.  
 
The next meeting of the MLPA will be in Ventura on 
Nov 18th and 19th, 2008. All meeting information with 
times, agenda, and materials are available on the 
MLPA website, www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa. The meetings 
are webcast. 
 
 
 
Help Desk: Want to discuss a regulatory issue and get 
some feedback on strategies and alternatives for 
dealing with a regulatory problem? E-mail me at 
mjfconsulting@cox.net or call at 949-493-8466. I have 
25 years of experience in the water and wastewater 
industries, and sometimes it helps to call someone else 
and brainstorm around the problem to find a resolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Non Sequitur 
 

Being thus arrived in a good harbor, and brought 
safe to land, they fell upon their knees and blessed 
the God of Heaven, who had brought them over 
the vast and furious ocean, and delivered them 
from all perils and miseries thereof, again to set 
their feet on the firm and stable earth, their proper 
element. 

-William Bradford- 
Of Plymouth Plantation 

 
 
 

 
Welcome New SCAP Members 

 
County of San Diego-DPW 

Environmental Engineering & Contracting (EEC) 
Grease Reduction System, Inc. 

Sancon Engineering, Inc. 
Bay City Electric Works 
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Some of our Supporting SCAP Associate Members
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


