Fall is here at last! Can’t you just feel it in the air, crisp
cool nights, college football, lobster season, the kids
back in school, all of the great things that make life so
enjoyable here in the Southwest. Fall always brings me
back to a carefree time from childhood days when | had
nothing urgent to do, no deadlines, no appointments, no
worrying over unjust regulations, just going to school

everyday and wondering what my mom had packed for lunch that afternoon. |
can remember such simple pleasures as lying on the front lawn and staring up
at a blue sky watching billowy white clouds rolling by [Editor's Note: Obviously,
that was long before there was PM 10 and PM 2.5 ] while spending time with
my best friend—my dog Buster. Buster was half boxer and half mastiff, or as
my dad would say, he was a mutt, but the best part was he had super powers.
He could talk. Actually the only word he could speak was ‘hello’, but that was
still more than any of the neighbor’s dogs could do. He could also find lost
little kids like me, when they accidently got locked in the trunk of the family car
or disappeared in the canyon next to our house. Unfortunately, dogs don't live
as long we humans and Buster died prematurely from poisoning, yet | have
never forgotten him. Years later, 20 years to be exact, | finally decided to take
on another new best friend in the form of a golden retriever named Bert, who
lived a glorious 13 years before succumbing to old age. That was over 10
years ago and now as | see so many of my co-workers running around the
office with their dogs trailing behind, | can't help but feel jealous and think
maybe it's time for another new best friend.

Maybe it will help take my mind off of all the craziness going on these days
around Sacramento. Like, will we ever again within our lifetime have a state
budget approved on-time? Although, | do have to admit that | am extremely
impressed with the dedication shown by our state civil servants in the face of
this financial crisis. Not only have they hung in there and continued to work,
they even found the time to crank away on a myriad of new regulations like
there’s no tomorrow. Take for example, the follow-on regulations to AB32.
The California Air Resources Board will very shortly be adopting its AB32
Scoping Plan, which lays out a multitude of requirements that each of our
agencies will be compelled to deal with. And | am sure most of you have
already seen the Local Government Operational Protocol (LGOP) that the
California Action Climate Registry (CCAR) has developed to establish
standard protocols for measuring green house gas (GHG) emissions from all
types of government operations, including wastewater treatment facilities.
However, because of the time schedule imposed by AB32, many of these
regulations are being developed and approved using very conservative
approaches developed long ago by EPA. Furthermore, it is becoming
abundantly clear that the state attorney general’s office is taking an ultra
conservative approach to interpreting the CEQA threshold levels of
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significance for GHG determinations. This is why it is so important that organizations such as ours participate early on
in the rule making process. With that in mind, SCAP and members of the air quality committee have been attending a
series of working group meetings with the South Coast AQMD to provide input into the development of a local CEQA
GHG Significance Threshold policy that will likely become the model for other air districts throughout the state.
Likewise, we have recently been invited to sit down with the ARB to discuss cap-and-trade program implications in
conjunction with reducing GHG emissions. And it's not just air issues either. The State Water Board will be
conducting CEQA Scoping meetings for developing a statewide bacterial objective for water contact recreation in fresh
waters (REC-1) and for adopting a Water Quality Control Plan for Enclosed Bays and Estuaries. All of these issues
require a diligent effort on our part to ensure that sound and reasonable regulations are implemented, not only for the
protection of the environment but as a fiduciary responsibility to our customers.

However, before | close, | would be remiss if | did not remind everyone that our industry has set aside this October 4"
through 11™ as No Drugs Down the Drain Public Awareness Week. As you have no doubt heard, many of our
wastewater agencies and organizations have been working together in an effort to provide media materials and a
dedicated website, www.nodrugsdownthedrain.com, to better inform the public of the problem that pharmaceuticals
disposed of down the drain are having on our environment. The website was also created to assist public agencies
with sponsoring their own events, whether local or regional. | mention this primarily to emphasize the dedication and
commitment shown by our public agency staff throughout the state to sponsor this program. Especially the Tri-TAC
members, who originally developed the idea and gathered the support necessary to assure its success. It once again
proves just how environmentally conscious our wastewater industry really is.

Seasonally Yours,

John Pastore

Committee Reports
$

By Chair Daniel McGivney
dmcgivney@emwd.org

Mohave Desert AOMD

www.mdagmd.ca.gov
Imperial County APCD

The Mohave Desert AQMD has announced that the
California Desert Air Working Group (CDAWG)
Conference is scheduled for November 6 & 7, 2008 in

www.co.imperial.ca.us

Imperial County APCD is currently in the process of
developing two State Implementation Plans (SIPs)
dealing with the formation of ozone and particulate
matter of 10 microns (PM10). Both plans are required
to be submitted to US EPA by December 2008 and are
required due to Imperial County’s non-attainment
status for these constituents. Also required is the
submittal of a Monitoring Network Plan, which is
currently in the draft stage and will be available for
public review shortly. Anyone interested in obtaining
an advance copy can contact the IPAPCD office at
(760) 482-4606.

The ICAPCD Board of Directors voted unanimously on
November 6, 2007 to adopt the Imperial County CEQA
Air Quality Handbook, which is available on the County
of Imperial’'s website.

La Quinta, CA. The Conference’s featured speaker will
be Dan Pellissier, CAL/EPA’'s Deputy Secretary for
Energy Policy Coordination. The Conference will also
feature a Special Risk Communication Training
Workshop.

The MDAQMD recently held a public workshop on
August 18" to discuss the Preliminary Draft Rule 1133
— Composting and Related Operations. The purpose
of this Rule is to limit emissions of VOCs and ammonia
from composting and related operations.

The MDAQMD is currently accepting proposals for up
to $377,419 in grants for projects that reduce smog-
forming emissions from heavy-duty vehicles and other
mobile diesel equipment operated in the High Desert
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+ Bernardino County and Riverside’s
Palo Verde Valley.

The MDAQMD’s adopted CEQA Guidelines are
available on its website.

For those of you interested in solar power, the
MDAQMD website includes a real time display of daily
and yearly solar power information from within the
district, as well as the amount of carbon dioxide saved.

San Diego APCD

www.sdapcd.org

San Diego APCD reports it has completed and
submitted its Ambient Air Monitoring Network Plan
(AMNP) for 2007 and a copy can be obtained from
their website. SDAPCD will be required to submit an
Air Quality Plan to EPA in 2013 outlining the emission
control regulations necessary to bring the entire region
into attainment.

SDAPCD has added a custom Google search engine
exclusively for their website and also offers an
interactive air pollution simulator program called Smog
City 2. This program will allow the user to make
decisions that affect the air quality and can then view
the resulting changes that occur.

The SDAPCD website now includes an inventory of
toxic and criteria air pollutant emissions in Adobe PDF
format for those agencies in San Diego County that are
required to report annually.

SDAPCD has also added a Grants & Incentives page
to its website to better inform the public of program
availability.

Santa Barbara APCD

www.sbapcd.org

The Santa Barbara APCD reports that they have a new
fee schedule in effect as of 7/01/08, which can be
viewed on their website. SBCAPCD also reports that
they are working with CAPCOA planning managers to
develop GHG emission thresholds for CEQA reviews
of new projects.

The SBAPCD has scheduled a Community Advisory
Council Meeting/Workshop for 10/22/08 to present
proposed changes to Rule 316 (Storage and Transfer
of Gasoline). Public input is requested.

On March 20, 2008, the SBAPCD approved
participation in Year 10 of the Carl Moyer Program,
making approximately $619,000 available for eligible
projects during the upcoming year. Typical projects
include heavy-duty engine repowers, replacements
and retrofits for both diesel and alternative fueled
equipment. Other project categories include zero-
emission projects, old car buy backs and agriculture
assistance.

There are currently no new rule workshops scheduled
by SBAPCD at this time.

Ventura County APCD

www.vcapcd.org

As of July 2008, VCAPCD has application forms
available for the Carl Moyer Program. The program
will provide approximately $2 million of grant funds for
projects within Ventura County. The grant funds are
available to qualifying owners of heavy-duty diesel
powered equipment that want to reduce air pollution by
upgrading or replacing their present equipment.

Rule 230 Revised — On September 9, 2008, the
VCAPCD will hold a public hearing to consider
proposed revisions to Rule 230, which allows the
district to issue a Notice to Comply for a “minor
violation” rather than a Notice of Violation.

Rule 72 Revised — New Source Performance
Standards (NSPS)

Rule 73 Revised — National Emission Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPS). On September
9, 2008, the VCAPCD will hold a public hearing to
consider proposed revisions to Rules 72 & 73.

Draft Rule 55 (Fugitive Dust) — On June 10, 2008,
the VCAPCD Board adopted Rule 55. This Rule
implements VCAPCD's previously adopted program for
reduction of PM emissions, as mandated by SB656
and sets a series of new dust standards for compliance
in Santa Barbara County.

Rule 42 (Permit Fees) — On April 8, 2008, VCAPCD
adopted revisions to Rule 42, which among other
things, increased permit renewal fees by 8 percent.
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South Coast AQMD

www.agmd.gov

California Air Resources Board AB 32 Cap & Trade

Meeting with the Water Industry Sector by Daniel
McGivney

On September 10, the California Air Resources Board
(CARB) sent invitations out to various interested
parties within the water and wastewater industries to
meet and discuss the cap and trade approach that was
outlined in the scoping plan that CARB released in
June as required by AB 32, the Global Warming
Solutions Act of 2006. Currently, the CARB does not
have plans to include the water and/or wastewater
industries in the cap and trade program, but wanted to
meet with us and discuss it along with other efforts to
reduce greenhouse gases. Two meetings have been
scheduled. The first was on Monday, September 29
and the second was on Tuesday, September 30. Both
meetings were held in Sacramento. A brief discussion
of California’s ideas for a cap and trade program can
be found at this CARB website page:
http://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/scopingplan/document/drafts
copingplan.htm.

Pertinent to these meetings will be the “Design
Recommendations for the WCI Regional Cap-and-
Trade Program” document that was formally released
on September 23, 2008 by the Western Climate
Initiative (WSI), a consortium of 7 U.S. states and 4
Canadian provinces. The State of California is a
member of the WCI, is a signatory party to this cap
and trade document and appears to be supportive of
the proposal at this time. Hence, it appears that this
cap and trade design document will be the basis for
California’s program. If you are interested, you can
review and/or download the document at the following
website: http://www.westernclimateinitiative.org/.

SCAQMD Rules 1146 and 1146.1 (Boiler rule) by Ed
Stewart

On September 5, 2008, SCAQMD adopted
amendments to Rules 1146 and 1146.1 for boilers,
steam generators and process heaters rated 2
MMBtu/hr and above. The amendments include: 1)
lower NOx limits, 2) modified source testing
frequency, 3) a weighted average NOXx limit for duel
fueled co-fired units, and 4) periodic portable analyzer
monitoring beginning July 1, 2009.

These amended rules allow co-fired biogas units to
augment up to 10% natural gas without use of the
weighted average NOXx limit. Co-fired biogas units may
seek approval to burn a higher mix of natural gas
under certain conditions and still avoid use of the
weighted average NOx limit. Please be advised these
co-fired biogas provisions contain confusing language
regarding “facility monthly average biogas usage”.
SCAQMD staff provided clarification, via email, that
these provisions were instead intended to be
applicable to an individual unit.

The Sanitation Districts requested that SCAQMD
consider combining portable analyzer training,
required by these rules, with the portable analyzer
training required by Rule 1110.2.

Columbia University/WERF Nitrogen Modeling
Study of NDN Plants by Greg Adams

Made possible with SCAP and LACSD supplemental
funding, on September 9&10, an intensive round of
beta testing took place at LACSD® San Jose Creek
WRP, a step-feed NDN facility. Three different
approaches of sampling emissions were tested side by
side to develop comparative data. The Columbia
University team attempted to measure mass flux using
an equilibrium approach in a non- EPA-standard
chamber using two Teledyne real-time infrared
analyzers. The second team employed traditional EPA
methodology including flux chamber and tracer gas
doped into sweep air to estimate surface flux, but
without real time analyzers (all samples sent to
commercial labs for analysis) while the third team used
EPA flux chambers with a real photo-acoustic analyzer
and tracer gas analyzed by the LACSD laboratories.
Concurrently an intensive round of liquid sampling took
place. Temporal emissions were characterized while
spatial data was somewhat less well characterized.
The data is still being reduced and plotted for analysis.
It appears as if the next full scale facility that will be
tested will be Stamford, Connecticut (4 stage
Bardenpho) after WEFTEC and a key meeting of the
WERF project subcommittee (PSC). Some extremely
interesting observations and speculations are in
preliminary discussion phases among the PSC.

SCAQMD Rule 317 by Greg Adams

With the successful legal challenge of EPA by the
SCAQMD to keep the 1-hr ozone standard, an old
1990 federal Clean Air Act requirement has re-
surfaced. In essence, this provision requires all major
sources for NOx and VOC (over 10 TPY in this air
basin) to reduce actual emissions starting from a 2010
"baseline" by 20% or pay an estimated $9,050 a ton for
each pollutant over the baseline until such time as the
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emissions are permanently reduced or the basin
achieves the 1-hr standard. The SCAQMD estimates
that they could receive anywhere from $16MM to
$35MM per year from an estimated 585 sources
depending on the ability of sources to put on control.
For sources who are newly at BACT, there are no
additional controls that can be installed, hence the
source must reduce throughput permanently or pay the
fee. Taking a large POTW, for example, with actual
VOC emissions of 25 TPY, unless 5TPY could be
brought effectively under new controls or the plant
stops taking a considerable amount of flow, the entity
in this example would pay approximately $45,000 per
year for each year the basin remains in non-attainment
of the 1-hour standard. Assuming that the basin fails to
reach attainment in 2010, the action requires that
corroboratory data be collected for all of 2011 so that
2012 is the first year that fees would have to be paid
into the SCAQMD. Many of the most influential
permitees of the SCAQMD are working on this issue.
Arguments such as the preponderance of mobile vs.
stationary sources, unfairness about taxing sources at
BACT, etc. have all fallen on deaf ears.

% #

By Chair Mike Sullivan
msullivan@lacsd.org

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee
Briefing on Biosolids by Matt Bao

The September 11" oversight briefing on the land
application of biosolids was canceled by the Senate
Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee after
learning of a letter indicating that two of the witnesses
scheduled to testify, retired EPA scientist David Lewis
and Georgia farmer Andy McElmurray, were using the
briefing as leverage in a court case. The September
3" letter revealed that lawyers for the two withesses
urged the University of Georgia Research Foundation
and individual University of Georgia defendants to
settle the court case prior to the September 11"
hearing. The lawsuit seeks $200,000 in damages and
reinstatement of David Lewis by the university. To
view the letter, please visit:
http://www.biosolids.org/docs/Atlanta_ GA%20Lawyer%
20Biiosolids%20Letter 090308.pdf

The briefing was initially scheduled as an oversight
hearing, but after EPW majority staff rejected a witness
recommended by minority staff, the hearing was
downgraded to a briefing because that witness was
involved in the Kern County biosolids litigation. That

witness was Christopher Westhoff, public works
general counsel for the city of Los Angeles and the
former president of the National Association of Clean
Water Agencies.

Senator Boxer, Chairwoman for the EPW Committee,
has indicated that the hearing would be rescheduled
for the next session of Congress.

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District
(SJVAPCD) Draft Rule 4566 by Matt Bao

A public hearing will be held on October 16, 2008 at
the SIJVAPCD Fresno office for the approval of an
extension to the rule adoption deadline for Draft New
Rule 4566 (Organic Waste Operations Rule, formally
referred to as the Green Waste Composting Rule).
The extension would allow the SJVAPCD to conduct
studies on the control effectiveness of best
management practices for composting operations. The
final staff report for extension of the adoption date can
be found at:
http://www.valleyair.org/Workshops/postings/2008/10-
16-08_4566/R4566_report_extend.pdf

SDRWQCB  Specific Waiver Conditions _ for
Discharges to Composting Operations by Matt Bao

The State Water Resources Control Board accepted
comments on the proposed approval of an amendment
to the Basin Plan that would incorporate revised
conditional waivers of waste discharge requirements
for specific types of discharge within the San Diego
Region. The amendment, which was adopted by the
San Diego RWQCB on October 10, 2007, includes
Specific  Waiver Conditions for Discharges to
Composting Operations. In summary, these conditions
would require some composting facilities to cover
compost piles with a roof or a cover (e.g. plastic
sheeting), divert drainage from compost piles, maintain
100-foot buffer zones, minimize compost leachate from
affecting water quality, and prohibit sewage sludge and
other wastes from being added to compost piles unless
sufficient information is provided to demonstrate that it
would not pose a potential threat to water quality. Both
CASA and the Association of Compost Producers
(ACP) submitted a comment letter on September 22"
recommending that all references to sewage sludge be
removed. SCAP will continue to monitor this issue and
coordinate with ACP and CASA regarding any further
developments.
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EPA Problem Formulation for Human Health Risk
Assessments by Matt Bao

On September 19" the EPA released a draft problem
formulation document detailing difficulties the agency
faces as it seeks to perform risk assessments on
pathogens that may remain in treated biosolids applied
to agricultural land as fertilizer. The draft document
could strengthen the wastewater treatment industry
position, which has been seeking a scientifically sound,
risk-based approach for regulating the reuse of
biosolids, by addressing how to assess pathogen
exposure pathways and how to determine the potential
for health effects from land applied biosolids.

The EPA is accepting public comment on the
document until November 3", and will hold an external
peer-review workshop that will review the draft
document on November 19" in Cincinnati.

Cross Media Checklist by Matt Bao

An outcome of the May 16™ biosolids cross media
roundtable meeting held in Sacramento with
representatives from Cal EPA and various Air Districts,
Regional Water Boards, Caltrans and EPA was an
agreement to develop a cross media checklist for use
during the development of regulations.

A steering committee made up of volunteers from
across the State was formed and headed up by Greg
Kester, CASA Biosolids Manager. The working group
met all day at EBMUD on September 23" to formulate
a draft checklist, which will be field-tested with existing
or proposed rules to ensure it will be an effective and
instructive tool. Any questions or suggestions should
be addressed to Greg Kester at gkester@casaweb.org.

By Chair Ralph Palomares
rpalomares@etwd.com

WDR Update by Bob Kreg

If your agency serves a population of more than
100,000 people the deadline for your next General
Waste Discharge Requirements (GWDR) milestone is
fast approaching. On or before November 2, 2008
agencies serving a population of 100,000 or more must
certify that they completed the Legal Authority,
Operation and Maintenance Program, Overflow
Emergency Response Program and the FOG Control

program. This certification must be done by the
agency’'s Legally Responsible Official (LRO) on the
online California Integrated Water Quality System
(CIWQS) database website.

Are you in compliance? On August 21, 2008 the State
Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) emailed a
spreadsheet to all LROs showing the compliance
status of all enrollees covered under State’s General
Waste Discharge Requirements. The spreadsheet is
comprised of three separate pages and lists each
agency’s compliance for Monthly No Spill Reports,
annual updates of the Collection System Questionnaire
and completion of the Sewer System Management
Plan Elements. Out of compliance agencies are
highlighted in red. The spreadsheet also lists the
LRO currently listed for each agency. The
spreadsheet is current through June 2008 with future
updates to be posted at SWRCB website
http://www.swrch.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/sanita
ry_sewer_overflow/#plan. A copy of the spreadsheet
can also be found in the Collection Systems Resource
Library on the SCAP website at http://www.scapl.org.

SSO Database by Bob Kreg

Several months ago the SWRCB formed user groups
to solicit stakeholder input for the improvement of the
CIWQS system. The SSO Database Usergroup
specifically addresses issues for the improvement of
the electronic reporting of SSOs to the CIWQS
database and meets on a bi-monthly basis. The next
meeting of the SSO Database Usergroup meeting will
be held at Orange County Sanitation District (OCSD)
on Tuesday, November 18, from 2pm — 4pm.

State SSO Incident Map by Bob Kreg

The SWRCB has developed a statewide SSO Incident
Map to plot the locations of all reported public and
private SSOs. The maps are based on Google Maps
and allow you to zoom in on a spill location and obtain
data about the spill. The reported public spills are :
viewable at the following SWRCB website:
http://gistest.waterboards.ca.gov/webmap/sso_pub.htm
[, The reported private spills are located at this website:
http://gistest.waterboards.ca.gov/webmap/sso_priv.htm
I. The websites are self explanatory with SSOs being
grouped by category 1 or category 2 spills. Clicking or
zooming in on a particular spill location will allow you to
bring up data about the spill including the entire
incident report, site information including address and
responsible party or agency. This is still a beta project
for the SWRCB and the above websites are current.
The final release of this project is scheduled for early
November 2008.
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IAPMO Update by Bob Kreg

The International Association of Plumbing and
Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) is responsible for the
creation of the Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC). The
UPC and/or the California Plumbing Code (CPC) are
adopted by many public agencies as the basis for their
plumbing codes. IAPMO is a membership-based
association comprised of vendors, contractors and
government officials from the plumbing field. There is
currently a debate on changing the sizing requirements
for gravity grease interceptors for the 2009 UPC.
Some within IAPMO want to require larger gravity
grease interceptors than those in the current code.
CalFOG, North Orange County Collection System
Group and others believe that requiring larger gravity
grease interceptors would be counter productive.
Gravity grease interceptors that are oversized tend to
develop H2S, excessive odors and do not offer
optimum efficiency. There will be one last chance to
persuade the Technical Committee not to revise the
sizing requirements at the IAPMO Annual Conference
in Atlanta on October 1, 2008. We will keep you
updated as more information becomes available.

Joint Vendor Fair by Bob Kreg

The San Diego Water Works Group and CWEA-San
Diego Section held their first annual Joint Vendor Fair
on September 16 in Poway. The event was well
attended with a good vendor and participant turnout.
Aside from the vendor displays classes on blueprint
reading, sodium hyperchlorite basics, online reporting
and monitoring of chlorine disinfectant residual, nozzle
selection and use, HMI/SCADA packages, confined
space entry and bucketing were available at the half
day event.

Reminder: Collections System Committee meeting
will be held on October 22nd at the El Toro Water
District.

By Chair Andre Schmidt
aschmidt@lacsd.org

This is a new SCAP committee which has been formed
for the purpose of providing a forum for collaboration
and exchange of information regarding energy
production, energy efficiency, and energy markets.
The committee activities will contribute to controlling
the cost and amount of energy utilized in the
wastewater treatment process. The committee will

also explore emerging technologies that may lead to
further improvements in energy production and
efficiency. It is anticipated that committee members
will present projects and case studies that relate to
energy issues at local plants and research topics of
common interest.

The committee will be chaired by Andre Schmidt from
the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts and will
meet quarterly beginning with the first meeting
scheduled for October 23, 2008 from 10:00am to
1:00pm at LACSD.

By Chair Gus Dembegites
Gus.dembegiotes@lacity.org

Quarterly Water Issues Committee Meeting

On September 4, 2008, the Water Issues Committee
held its regular quarterly meeting at Los Angeles
County Sanitation Districts’ facility in Whittier. Tracy
Egoscue, Executive Officer of California Regional
Water Quality Control Board — Region 4, spoke to the
Committee about trends and challenges in her region.
Ann Heil of Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts
gave an update on CIWIQS, while Sharon Green of
Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts provided an
update on legislative and regulatory issues. There was
also a discussion regarding the Stakeholder developed
Water Recycling Policy that was submitted to the State
Water Resources Control Board (State Board).

Proposed Increase in Permit Fees

The State Board is proposing increases in its permit
fees. On September 10, 2008, the State Board held a
Water Quality Fee Stakeholder Meeting to discuss
three separate options for increasing fees on NPDES
and WDR permit holders. The State Board will
consider adoption of its staff recommendation for
increasing permit fees at its October 7, 2008 meeting
in Sacramento. Staff is recommending Option 2 which
places super dischargers (dischargers with permitted
flow greater than 100 million gallons per day (mgd))
and regular flow dischargers on the same flow formula
basis while raising general permit fees by a percentage
increase. All fee payers would be assessed a base fee
of $1,000 plus 551 multiplied by the permitted flow
(units of mgd). More information can be obtained
about the Board Resolution and the State’s proposal at
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_info/agendas/20
08/oct/1007_04 withresolution.pdf
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As noted in SCAP’s Alert, comments can be provided
directly to David Ceccarelli of the Water Board at:
www.dceccarelli@waterboards.ca.gov

Clean Beaches Initiative Grant Projects

At its September 16, 2008 Board meeting, the State
Board adopted its Draft Guidelines for the Clean
Beaches Grant Initiative Grant Program. These
Guidelines establish the process that the State Water
Board will use to solicit and review proposals for
Proposition 84 funds, and any unused or re-
appropriated Proposition 13, 40 and 50 funds. To view
the resolution, please go to:
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/board_info/agendas/2008/sep
/0916_04.pdf

Draft "State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2008/2009 Intended
Use Plan_ (lJUP)" for the Clean Water State
Revolving Fund (CWSRF) Program

At its September 16, 2008 Board meeting, the State
Board adopted resolution 2008-0058, approving the
Clean Water 2008/2009 State Revolving Fund (SRF)
Project Priority List (PPL). The Clean Water SRF
Financial Assistance Program provides low-interest
loan funding for construction of publicly-owned
wastewater treatment facilities, local sewers, sewer
interceptors, water recycling facilities, as well as,
expanded use projects such as implementation of
nonpoint source (NPS) projects or programs,
development and implementation of estuary
Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plans,
and storm water treatment. A project must be on the
PPL in order to be eligible to compete for financial
assistance. This resolution also sets the loan service
rate for SFY 2008/2009 to one percent (1%) of the
outstanding loan balance as necessary to meet State
Water Board administrative costs, limits funding per
recipient per year to $50 million, and gives the Deputy
Director of the Division the authority to disburse funds
in excess of the funding limit, as long as it does not
unduly limit other applicants’ ability to receive funds.
To view the resolution, please go to:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board decisions/adopt
ed_orders/resolutions/2008/rs2008 0058.pdf

Proposed SIP Amendment to Establish Water
Quality Objectives for Cadmium

As reported in my earlier column, on July 18", the
State Board provided notice that it is proposing an

amendment to the Policy for the Implementation of
Toxics Standards for Inland Surface Waters, Enclosed
Bays, and Estuaries of California to establish water
quality objectives for Cadmium. The State Water
Board will hold a California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) scoping meeting on October 6" in Sacramento
to seek input on the scope and content of the
environmental information that should be considered in
the proposed amendment. Written comments are due
by 12 p.m. on October 23, 2008. An individual
informational scoping document on the proposed
amendment may be obtained via the Internet on the
State Water Board Web site at:
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/publications_forms/avai
lable_documents/index.shtml

Statewide Bacterial Objective for Water Contact
Recreation in Fresh Waters

On October 6, 2008, the State Board will be holding a
scoping meeting in Sacramento regarding the
development of a Statewide Bacterial Objective for
Water Contact Recreation in Fresh Waters of
California. There will be two Scoping Meetings for this
project, the second on Wednesday, October 22, 2008
at the Anaheim City Council Chambers starting at 1:00
pm. More information on this issue is available at:
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/plans_policies/docs/bacterial_
objective/notice_bacteria_standards.pdf

By Mary Jane Foley
mfoley@scapl.org

Today the news headlines say a deal
has been reached on the state budget: “Lawmakers
Agree to Governor ‘Tweaks’ to No-Tax Spending Plan.”
It goes on to say that while state services would be cut
under the new budget agreement, government
spending would increase overall. The cuts in state
services lead to the alert that you received from SCAP
this month sharing the State Water Board's new fee-
revision proposal, which is to be considered by the
State Water Board on Oct 7, 2008. In the alert to
membership, SCAP stated that they would rely on
each member to respond to the fee increase because
of the variety of services provided by the membership
and the difficulty in coming up with a consensus
recommendation. However if you do respond, and |
encourage you to do so, SCAP would like to be copied
on your comment letter.

Why fee-raises, when just a few years ago the Board
raised fees significantly? The staff has stated that the
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current fee schedule for the core regulatory program is
expected to be $80.3 million, and they anticipate
revenues of $63.1 million. Water Board is proposing to
raise fees to $18.4 million in FY 08-09 to eliminate the
deficit. The following chart indicates the revenue
needed by program area to raise the $18.4 million.
There are several categories for fee increases, for a
complete explanation visit the Waterboard link:
www.waterboards.ca.gov/board_agendas/2008/oct/100
704_withresolution.pdf .

36% fee increase to support the NPDES
Program

40% fee increase to support the WDR
Program

43% fee increase to support SWAMP

37 % fee increase to support GAMA

36% fee increase to support the Land
Disposal Program

19% fee increase to support the Stormwater
Program

28% fee increase to support the 401
Certification Program

0.3% fee increase for the Irrigated Lands
Program

The Water Board staff had laid out options for agencies
to choose which option they would support. The
options were attached to the original SCAP memo on
this topic. On Sept 24, 2008, SCAP sent out a second
alert that provided all the options and the
recommended staff options.

| will describe the option for one category, NPDES. As
stated above, the percentage increase was 36%. The
amount of revenue needed from this category is $4
million. Staff has selected Option 2. The effect of this
option is in the details of the staff report. The language
associated with this option reads: “Option 2 would
move the State Water Board's NPDES fees toward a
‘polluter pays’ approach by placing all flow-based
dischargers on the same flow schedule so that fees
increase proportionate to discharge.”

On another topic, at the last SCAP water committee
meeting, Sharon Green of LACSD did a great overview
of the legislation pending for the Governor’s signature.
Now that the budget is passed, the 800 or so bills
waiting for pass or fail from the Governor will be
finished. | think the one that is the real new issue to
deal with is the Leno AB2986: Water Quality.
Beginning July 2011, the Waterboard is supposed to
come up with a methodology to develop a report card
(a letter grade) for wastewater systems. But that is too
much to worry about for this update so we will look
forward to learning what new laws have passed that

impact our membership at the next SCAP water
committee meeting.

Help Desk: Want to discuss a regulatory issue and get
some feedback on strategies and alternatives for
dealing with a regulatory problem? E-mail me at
mjfconsulting@cox.net or call at 949-493-8466. | have
25 years of experience in the water and wastewater
industries, and sometimes it helps to call someone else
and brainstorm around the problem to find a resolution.

Congratulations

To the Inland Empire Utilities Agency
for receiving a $1 million Urban Drought
Assistance grant from the Department
of Water Resources.

Non Sequitur

The one absolutely unselfish friend that man can have
in this selfish world, the one that never deserts him, the
one that never proves ungrateful or treacherous, is his
dog...When all other friends desert, he remains.

-George Graham Vest
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